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recent and substantive assessment of progression in the Ocean, and also provides a recent review o
progress with the Framework for Pacific Oceanscape (FPO). The third section provides a review of the
reporting and progress related to SDG 14. The final section provides conclusions emerging from the
BPOR and SDG 14 which are relevant to the POA meeting and future steps.
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plans, activities, and measures. 00000000000 |

BPOR also provides an overview of the services provided by the Ocean through a set of topics related
to our Pacific peoples and their ecosystems (and noting the vitalness of ecosystem integrity from the
Leader's Ocean Statement, mentioned above):

Pacific people consume about 3 to 5 times more fish than the global average.
Most of it is generated from coastal fisheries, the lifeline of food security for

many people in the region. Coastal fisheries are critical for the regional fight
against malnutrition and non-communicable diseases. However, with growing
populations and dwindling coastal resources that are subject to increasing
pressure.
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1 for more details). The potential in-tensity of these impac-ts is depended on emissions scenarios (or how
much Greenhouse Gas humans emit through their activities).

Important implications of climate change for the Pacific include:
i.  Adecline in fisheries catch undermining livelihoods.
ii.  Reductions in human security due to SLR demonstrated by; risks to people living in low living
areas, with some island nations likely to become uninhabitable.
Risk to the integrity of national EEZ and continental boundaries.
Degradation of almost all warm-water coral reefs.

Long-term loss and degradation of marine ecosystems.




<

PACIFIC OCEAN ALLIANCE

Significant positive change

Moderate positive change

Status of the 4 main tuna stocks against target and limit reference
points

Number of Ocean policies established for implementation in Pacific
Island Countries

Number of Ocean initiatives with capacity building focus
implemented in the Pacific

Contribution of Tuna to Food Security

Value of tuna fishing access fees to Pacific EEZs

Direct employment in the tuna fishing industry

Proportion of national exclusive economic zones managed using
ecosystem-based ecosystems

Recurrent budget allocated to coastal fisheries management
Deposit of charts and/ or lists of geographical

coordinates for baselines and outer limits of maritime zone with SG
of the UN under UNCLOS

Proportion of organization types and sectors represented on the
Pacific Ocean Alliance list

1 Ocean acidification is not caused by climate change, it is caused by an increase in CO2 levels in the atmosphere caused by
burning fossil fuels.
2 Compared to 14 indicators used in 2016
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Relative proportion of participation by regional, national and local
level stakeholders at POA face-to-face meetings
Number of open regional and sub-regional organisations ocean
forums held
Proportion of PICTs above the overall global ocean health index
benchmark
Sustainable fisheries as a proportion of GDP in Pacific Islands and
Territories
Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas
National coastal fisheries roadmap or strategy in place
Household participation in fisheries and aquaculture
(disaggregated by urban / rural)
Proportion of households who consume fish

Little of no change Number of PICT signatories to relevant multilateral agreements
Number of political/country statements that reinforce or promote
the FPO's role in the regional ocean policy framework
User rights of coastal communities defined in legislation
Volume of fresh fish consumed person per annum

020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and
International law and based on the best available scientific information), and SDG 14.6 (By 2020, prohibit
certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, eliminate subsidies
that contribute to illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing...). Both SDG 14.5 and 14.6 targets have
an identified deadline for achievement two years ago, in 2020.

However, UNESCAP note some good action in SDG14.1 (marine pollution) mainly because of
improvements in beach litter collection and coastal eutrophication®.

3 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/ESCAP-2022-FG _SDG-Progress-Report.pdf
4 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/ESCAP-2022-FG~SDG-Progress-Report.pdf
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https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/ESCAP-2022-FG_SDG-Progress-Report.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/ESCAP-2022-FG_SDG-Progress-Report.pdf
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'Bartype .Value

Tier 3

SDG14.B. The organisations involved in data collection methodology includes SPREP, UNFAO & SPC
Statistics. There is an urgent need to increase regional intervention to support Member Countries on
implementing and reporting on other SDG14 targets.

3 ~14-acceleratora-methodological-
6 https://pacificdata.org/dashboard/sdg- 14-life-below-water
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https://www.unescap.org/kp/2019/sdg-14-acceleratora-methodological-guide
https://pacificdata.org/dashboard/sdg-14-life-below-water




Climate change parameters: observed and projected impacts to the

Pacific Ocean

Change and impact

Observed

Projected

Sea ice change

Decrease with levels likely
unprecedented for at least 1,000
years

Continued decrease

Sea Surface
Temperature

Ocean warming likely more than
doubled

Continued ocean warming

Marine heat waves

Likely doubled in frequency and
intensity

Increased frequency, duration
and intensity of marine heat
waves

Deoxygenation

1970-2000: upper 1,000m of the
water column loss of oxygen
from increasing ocean stratifi-
cation, changing ventilation and
biochemistry

Very likely to be defined by
oxygen loss across 59-90% of
the ocean surface by 2031-2050
(RCP 8.5)

Sea Level Rise

2006-2015 = 2.5 x rates of 1901-
1990

(RCP 8.5): Medium confidence
that ‘multi-meter’ sea level rise
could occur in the long term
(100+ years)

Extreme sea level events such
as surges from tsunamis and
cyclones will increase with
sea level rise and marine heat
waves (10-fold increase)

Extreme weather
events

Increase in annual global
proportion of category 4 or 5
tropical cyclones

Low lying cities and small
islands at almost all latitudes
will experience severe events
annually by 2050
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VISION

A secure future for Pacific Island Countries and
Territories based on sustainable development,
management, and conservation of our Ocean

FRAMEWORK OBJECTIVES

Integrated Ocean Management
Adaptation to Environmental and Climate Change
Liaising, Listening, Learning and Leading

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Strategic Priority 1 — Jurisdictional Rights and Responsibilities
Establishing jurisdictional rights and responsibilities over maritime zones.

Strategic Priority 2 — Good Ocean Governance
Setting policies and plans of action that promote the sustainable management and development of our ocean
and its resources

Strategic Priority 3 — Sustainable development, management, and conservation
Putting policy into action to reclaim stewardship of the ocean as core to our Island livelihoods in a rapidly
changing world.

Strategic Priority 4 — Listening, Learning, Liaising and Leading
Seeking Ocean leadership based on enriching our culture further and reinforcing our identities while sharing
and learning with others

Strategic Priority 5 — Sustaining action
Building self-reliance through nationally cost-effective solutions and realizing the value of regional and
international partnership

Strategic Priority 6 — Adapting to a rapidly changing environment
Seeking opportunities to adapt to, and mitigate, the impacts of climate change, climate variability, sea level
rise, extreme events and, environmental and economic change




