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OFFICE OF THE PACIFIC

OCEAN COMMISSIONER
Pacific Regional Ocean Policy and Governance Dialogue

21 – 24 August 2023
AGENDA                                        
	Time
Monday 

21 August
	Learning Day 1

Theme: Overview of Status Quo
Overview of the State of Play with global and regional ocean policy and governance.

	0800 – 0945
	Registration

	0900 – 0945
	Opening Ceremony 
MC: Peni Suveinakama (OPOC) 

i. Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Dr Filimon Manoni, (Welcoming remarks – 8 min)

ii. UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean, Ambassador Peter Thomson (Invited Guest Speaker – 8 min) 

iii. Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and the Environment of Palau, Hon. Steven Victor (Keynote Speaker – 8 min) 

	
	Reflections by CROP Heads

i. PIF (5 min)

ii. Director General of FFA, Manu Tupou-Roosen (5 min)

iii. Director General of SPREP, Sefanaia Nawadra (5 min)

iv. SPC (5 min)

Group Photo & Morning Tea (0945-1015)

	0945 – 1015                                                                                
	Morning Coffee/Tea Break

	1015 - 1200
	Session 1: Global and Sectoral Ocean Policy and Governance Overview 

Facilitator: Keleni Seruvatu, Fiji 

i. UNDOALOS: Alice Hicaburundi, Principal Legal Officer (10 min)

ii. UN CBD: Joseph Appiott, Marine Coordinator (10 min) 

iii. UNEP: Nancy Soi, Coordinator, UNEP Regional Seas Programme (10 min)

iv. WCPFC: Rhea Moss-Christian, Executive Director (10 min)
Status of policy and governance globally? What are the strengths and weaknesses of global, ocean policies and governance? How can global policies and governance support the regional and national levels? Opportunities for PSIDS to inform global discourse? How can we address the data gaps?

	1200 – 1300
	Session 2: Overview on State of Play for the Pacific Ocean Policy & Governance 
 Facilitator: Mr. Tilson Ephraim, Nauru 

i. 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific: Manaini Rokovunisei, Team Leader 2050 Strategy (7 min)
ii. OPOC: Peni Suveinakama, Ocean Analyst & Manager, Regional Ocean Policy and Governance (7 min)
iii. ANCORS: Genevieve Quirk (10 min). Sharing perspectives on which areas of ocean policy and   

      governance works, what could be improved and opportunities for the future. 

	1300 – 1400
	Lunch Break


	1400 – 1500
	Session 3: Small Talanoa Breakout Groups:  Reflect on Global and Regional State of Play
Facilitator: Overall Facilitator 

What are the linkages between regional and global levels? What are some of the policy and governance gap areas that need to be addressed? What are some of the unresolved and sensitive issues?  How can these be addressed? Are the existing governance arrangements sufficient? Approach to policy implementation, follow up and review? 

	1500 - 1530
	Afternoon Coffee/Tea Break

	1530 - 1700
	Session 4: Facilitated Dialogue on taking Pacific Ocean Ideas Forward
Facilitator: Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Filimon Manoni

i. UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for the Ocean, Ambassador Peter Thomson 

ii. Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and the Environment of Palau, Hon. Steven Victor 
iii. Vanuatu: Mr Tony Tevi, Head of Maritime and Ocean Affairs 
iv. Taholo Kami (Civil Society Rep)
What are some of the big ocean ideas you would like for the Pacific to take up to UNOC? How can we be better custodians? How can we be more inclusive on ocean governance at all levels? How can we address the difficult ocean issues for the region?

	1730 - 1930
	Welcome Reception and Dinner




OFFICE OF THE PACIFIC

OCEAN COMMISSIONER
	Time
Tuesday 

22 August
	Learning Day 2

Theme: National Experiences & Vision Setting

Learning from the national ocean policy frameworks 

	0900 – 1030
	Session 5: Presentation of National Ocean Policies (NOP)
Facilitator: Tekau Frere (OPOC) 10 min each Presenter
i. Vanuatu: Tony Tevi, Head of Maritime and Ocean Affairs 
ii. Papua New Guinea: Grace Kaue, Acting Director, Office of Ocean Affairs 

iii. Cook Islands: Alex Herman, Seabed Minerals Commissioner Teuru Passfield, Senior Foreign Service Officer, Multilateral 
iv. Samoa: Afele Faiilagi, Assistant Chief Executive Officer Environment 

v. Republic of the Marshall Islands: Glen Joseph, Director, Marshall Islands Marine Resources Authority 
vi. Fiji: Izhaar Ali, Ocean Specialist, Climate Change Division, OPM 
vii. Solomon Islands: Gladys Isihanua, Assistant Secretary, Ocean and Climate Change Desk
Reasons for establishing the NOP? Goals and governance structures of NOP? How are different sectors and stakeholders involved? Identifying linkages to regional and global ocean policies? NOP implementation and follow up and review? Is there a need for a regional approach to support development and implementation?


	1030-1100
	Morning Coffee/ Tea Break 

	1100 – 1300

	Session 6: Small Talanoa Breakout Groups:  Reflect on State of Play 
Facilitator: Overall Facilitator

Discuss linkages between national, regional and global levels? What are the issues (including emerging ones) in terms of current ocean policies and governance? How can they be addressed? Are the existing governance arrangements sufficient? Approach to implementation and follow up and review?


	1300-1400
	Lunch break

	1400 – 1500
	Session 7: Presentations on approachess taken by different regions on ocean policy and governance
Facilitator: Teuru Passfield, Senior Foreign Service Officer, Treaties, Multilateral and Oceans Division 
i. CARICOM Secretariat: Kareem Sabir, Senior Project Officer, Sustainable Development (10 min) 

ii. Western Indian Ocean Region Regional Ocean Governance Strategy: Yvonne Waweru, Senior Governance Advisor (10 min)
iii. Commonwealth Secretariat: Kenroy Simmons, Legal Adviser, Ocean Governance and Maritime Boundaries (10 min)

	1500-1530
	Afternoon Coffee/Tea Break

	1530 - 1700
	Session 8: Small Talanoa Breakout Groups: Facilitated Dialogue
Facilitator: Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Filimon Manoni
Derive recommendations:

Concrete ideas that can be taken forward, including from the facilitated dialogue? What aspects can the Pacific learn from other region’s initiatives? How can we leverage Pacific engagement further? Inward Looking: Policy considerations and governance mechanisms? Outward Looking: Inform and influence global policy and governance? 



      


 

OFFICE OF THE PACIFIC

OCEAN COMMISSIONER
	Time
Wednesday 

23 August
	Talanoa Day 3

Theme: How to achieve our Vision

Facilitated Talanoa amongst participants on regional issues, challenges and recommendations. (Recap)

	0900 – 1030
	Main Talanoa 1: Ocean Issues, Policies and Actors (refer to session brief)
Facilitator: Dominic Ransan-Cooper, Australia 

Unpacking the ocean issues, policies and regional actors who currently play a part at the national and regional levels?

How can these actors work closely together and how can we address the chronic data inadequacy that will be useful for follow up and review?

Specific focus on thematic ocean issues that are sensitive, unresolved and requiring specific attention?

Identify other current and emerging ocean issues?



	1030-1100
	Morning Coffee/Tea Break 

	1100 - 1300
	Main Talanoa 2: Current Ocean Governance and Policy Challenges and Limitations (refer to session brief) Facilitator: Glen Joseph, Republic of Marshall Islands
What are the gaps and challenges in the existing ocean governance and policy regime?

Relationships among the national, regional and global ocean policy and governance systems. 

Understanding the different roles in ocean governance and policy implementation, coordination, and coherence.



	1300-1400
	Lunch break

	1400 – 1500
	Main Talanoa 3: Opportunities to Address the Limitations and Challenges of Ocean Policy and Governance (refer to session brief)  Facilitator: Tekau Frere (OPOC) 

How to achieve what we want (our vision)?  Do we need a shared regional approach and enforce same standards? Discuss how we can practically implement ROP and NOPs while taking into account the global commitments? What are the successful coordination & governance models in the region? How quality and timely data can improve existing M&E frameworks? What institutional and policy reforms are needed and how? What are some of the recommendations to address some of the identified challenges?


	1500-1530
	Afternoon Coffee/ Tea break 

	1530 - 1700
	Continue Main Talanoa 3 Discussion


	1730 - 1800
	Informal Kava Session




      


 

OFFICE OF THE PACIFIC

OCEAN COMMISSIONER
	Time
Thursday 

24 August
	Talanoa Day 4

Theme: Moving forward to Implement our Vision
Finalise recommendations

	0730
	Depart Hilton Hotel via Shuttle

	0800 - 0930
	Site Visit to Tivua Island with Marine Biologist: Mangrove and Coral Planting
Depart Denarau Marina at 8:00am headed for Tivua Is
Conclude Main Talanoa 3 Discussions: Recommendations

− Discuss dialogue recommendations and meeting outcomes. 
− Participants to discuss way forward.
Closing Remarks
Filimon Manoni, Pacific Ocean Commissioner 


	1100 - 1200
	Lunch

	1500 - 1700
	  Depart Island and Arrive back at Denarau Marina

	 
	


Note:
OPOC Programme for Friday 25 August 2023 (9am – 12pm)

	
	ITEM
	TIME


	1
	Presentation by OPOC on its current Program 2023 – 2026: Focus on key future platforms of engagement and initiatives:
. POA

i. BBNJ

ii. UNFCCC COP

iii. 2023 Year of the Ocean
	09:00 – 10:00am

	2
	Discussion on key matters arising from Dialogue for OPOC
	10:00 – 10:30am

	
	Morning Tea                                                                                                     
	10:30 – 11am

	3
	Way forward – Wrap up (End of Meeting)
	11:00 – 12:00pm

	
	Lunch                                                                                                                
	12:00pm


-ENDS-
2
3

