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Source: Copernicus Climate Change Service  2023



Fragmented architecture

Source: Global Ocean Commission (2014) 



Blue Pacific Ocean Continent

Source: Pacific Community (SPC) (2020)



Timeline of regional institutions

Source: Quirk  (2023)



Regional integration 

 Recalibration through review and reform 

• Establishing hierarchy on ocean issue areas

• Differentiating competence 

• Addressing mandate creep

• Developing functional linkages

• Joint donor funding instead of competition for 
donor resources



Pacific Island Regional Ocean Policy



Framework for a Pacific Oceanscape



Timeline of regional policies

Source: Quirk  (2023)



Coordination mechanisms

Source: Quirk  (2023)



Coordination mechanisms

 CROP: new Charter improves transparency 
and accountability to Member States

 MSWG: revision of TORs can ensure decision 
making is accountable to Member States and 
restricts donor driven agendas

 OPOC: strong convening power can improve 
institutional harmonisation and strengthen 
unity as a diplomatic bloc



Multilevel governance

Source: Fanning and Mahon (2020)



Timeline coordination mechanisms 

Source: Quirk  (2023)



Regional/International

Source: Quirk  (2023)



Maritime choke points

Source: Geopolitical Futures 2021



Regional/National

Source: Modified from Fanning and Mahon (2020)



Coordination mechanisms may be needed:

 for oversight to deal with overlaps in competence 
between ministries such as fisheries and environment

 recalibrate and prioritise governance with the available 
resources

 connect constituencies at the sub-national level in an 
accessible and accountable way

 connections between scales are two way – incorporate 
community innovations and knowledge systems 

Regional/National



Ocean continent stewardship

 Continuous oversight to evaluate, recalibrate and 
harmonise institutional competences

 Coordination and coherence within each level of 
governance as well as across scales of governance

 Informed by science and indigenous knowledge systems

 Future proof the region by acting as one Blue Pacific 
Ocean Continent





Questions?
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 Thank you 
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Genevieve Quirk            genevieve.quirk@gmail.com
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